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Baby Hedgehogs are disturbed by dog. 

These baby hedgehogs came into care after their nest was raided by a dog  at Firle.  Sadly  

they were very cold and some injured as a result of the incident, and they didn’t survive 

as a result.  

Albino Hedgehog 
found in Brighton. 
A lady delivered this young albino 
hedgehog to WRAS on 22nd June 
2014, after finding it in her garden. It 
was originally with its mum and a 
sibling, but a fox disturbed the nest. 
The finder chased the fox off and left 
mum with her babies, she managed to 
move one off but left this one behind, 
which became trapped in part of the 
garden.  Albino hedgehogs do not do 
well in the wild and are more 
vulnerable to predators.  

WRAS has been rearing the hedgehog 
through the summer, and it is now 
being homed into one of its large wild 
enclosures where he can live safely as 
if wild with a couple of friends.  
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New Newsletter Format saves funds! 

A while ago we contacted a number of supporters about our newsletters and many 
mentioned they would like to see a colour newsletter.  Cost has been our biggest concern, 
but luckily we have found a new online print company which is able to offer us cheaper 
printing, better paper, and a colour front cover and still save WRAS over £300 per 
newsletter print run. 

Kestrel  returns to the wild. 
This Kestrel was admitted into care after being found by 
chance by walkers passing a water trough.  They scooped 
the bird out of the water and wrapped him up to keep 
warm. The birds was collected by one of WRAS’s 
Ambulances and admitted into care. 
After a few days of TLC from WRAS the Kestrel was nice 
and lively again and was returned to Alciston and released. 



Starling Rescued from Fat 
Ball Feeder in Uckfield. 
Rescuers rushed to the aid of a young starling 
stuck in the bottom of a fat ball bird feeder in a 
garden in Uckfield (18th June 2014). Rescuer 
attended onsite to help the bird found in a rear 
garden on New Town, Uckfield.   
“The bird was well caught up, its head, wings and 
legs were sticking through different holes in the 
feeder. We had to use bolt cutters to cut the wire 
which was quite thick as ordinary wire cutters 
were not strong enough.   We were concerned 
that the bird was at a strange angle and had been 
struggling for some time. It is important that such 
casualties are not cut free and just released as 
they often have injuries which need treating." said Trevor Weeks. 
The bird has now named "Welbeck" after the Manchester United striker, who experienced 
thigh problems following a training session at England's Urca military base headquarters 
during the World Cup.  
The starling was cut free and taken to WRAS Casualty Centre for treatment, and luckily 
released a few days later. 
WRAS is urging people who feed birds to check that their feeders are hygienic and safe and 
to replace any which are old and in need of repair. “Every year we get calls to incidents like 
this and its always from people who clearly care about the wildlife visiting their gardens. It 
can be very distressing.  So we are urging everyone to go outside and check their feeders 
and for the sake of the wildlife, replace or fix any which have missing lids or are damaged, 
and to give them a clean at the same time.”  
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Example of some of the new cages 

being installed. 



Heathfield 
Sainsbury’s Local 
Charity of the Year. 
WRAS’s Trevor Weeks visited staff at 
Heathfield Sainsbury’s Local  Store in 
July after being short listed for the store’s charity of the year. He did a 10 minute 
presentation to staff before being asked questions.   The following day WRAS received the 
delightful news that WRAS had been chosen at their charity.   WRAS is now working with 
the store to come up with fundraising ideas—what this space! Thank you Sainsbury’s! 

Shot Gull in Uckfield. 
Rescuers Andrew and Charlotte rushed to 
the aid of a gull in Uckfield only to find it 
had died. The gull was examined by 
WRAS and found to have an air gun pellet 
lodged next to its spine.   

The local residents were very concerned 
about the shooting which happened in a 
residential area. The incident was 
reported who are currently investigating. 

Stuck Squirrel Calls. 
WRAS has had a number of calls from 
people concerned about squirrels stuck 
up telegraph pole and lamp posts.  During 
the spring and summer these calls are 
common.  They get chased by a dog or 
have a near miss with a car and run up the 
nearest object for safely.  Frightened they 
will often stay up the poles for anything 
up to 3 days.   

WRAS does not step in straight away as 
virtually all such cases result in the 
squirrel coming down of its own accord.  
However, WRAS will often check to 
ensure the squirrel is not caught up.  

Putting ladders up will normally cause 
squirrel to jump and potentially injure 
themselves. 
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Finding Baby Hedgehogs 
By Centre Manager Lindsay Redfern BSc (Hons) 
WRAS receives calls regarding baby hedgehogs which have been abandoned or orphaned 
throughout the summer. Hedgehogs have their young relatively late compared to some 
species, giving birth usually during early summer around June and July. It is not uncommon 
for them to have second litters, meaning that we may continue to get young hedgehogs 
admitted right up in to Autumn and Winter as second litters often don’t have enough time 
to get to a good weight to survive hibernation. 
Female hedgehogs give birth in a specially built nest to an average of 4/5 young which they 
rear alone. This sole dependency on one parent may contribute to why we see so many 
baby hedgehogs in trouble, as should anything happen to the Mother then the babies are 
unlikely to survive without intervention. Common causes for baby hedgehogs being 
brought to the centre include disturbance of a nest during gardening or building works 
which causes the mother to abandon her babies and injury or the death of the mother 
following predation, road traffic accidents, wounds or infection. 
On the 30th of June this year, WRAS was called to a baby hedgehog which was found 
wandering around the lawn in the communal garden of a block of flats in Polegate, too 
young to be out of the nest the hedgehog was taken to the Casualty Care Centre for rearing 
by the Orphan Team. The following day WRAS was called back to the same address where a 
second baby was found in the same place, after scanning the area for more, rescuers came 
across the nest with the Mother inside suffering from four infected wounds following a 
predator attack. The Mother’s injuries meant that she was unable to forage and produce 
enough milk to feed her babies, causing them to leave the nest cold and hungry in search 
of food. Both the Mother and young hedgehog were taken to the Casualty Care Centre and 
the siblings were reunited. All 3 are now gaining weight and doing extremely well following 
treatment for their injuries. 
Baby hedgehogs will normally be well covered and silent in their nests so if you find a 
young hedgehog in an open 
space, alone and crying 
then it is likely to be in 
distress and a rescue centre 
should be called 
immediately for advice. If 
you disturb a nest and 
uncover young hedgehogs, 
DO NOT TOUCH THEM, 
simply return the nest to 
how it was when you found 
it and observe for the 
Mother returning, she will 
more than likely move 
them to an alternative 
place if the nest is 
damaged. 



7 

WRAS Events 2014. 
16th August - WRAS’s Unusual Quiz Night , East Dean Village Hall.  Tickets 

£10 each which includes a meal and entry to the quiz.  

6th September - WRAS Bingo Night at Hailsham Civic Community Centre. 
6pm till 11pm. 

  10 games at £1 per card with a great range of prizes up for 
grabs! 

1st November - WRAS’s Unusual Quiz Night, East Dean Village Hall.  
Tickets £10 each, which includes a meal and entry to the quiz. 

 

For more information on any of these events please contact 
Lindsay  on  lindsay@eastsussexwras.org.uk or 01825-873003. 

Young Fox  Trapped 

in Hove Basement. 

This fox cub had to be rescued in the 

early hours of the morning after being 

discovered about 10ft down in the 

light well.   Rescuers attended on site 

in the early hours of the morning and 

managed to catch the cub which was 

taken in for the day and released late 

at night.  The owners were asked to 

cover the area over  but unfortunately 

the cub returned and fell down again. 

The cub was rescued for a second 

time but on this occasion rescuers 

took boards with them to cover up 

the gap properly.  The fox was only a 

youngster but at a suitable age to be 

wandering around getting into trou-

ble.  So was released to return to its 

mum.  



 

 
Scrap it for WRAS! 

Giveacar is a social enterprise that raises 
money for charity by scrapping or selling old 
cars. If you have an unwanted car, you can 
give them a call and they will dispose of it 
free of charge and when mentioning East 

Sussex WRAS they will make a donation to 
help us help wildlife in need! Just visit… 

www.giveacar.co.uk/charities/east-sussex-
wras or phone 020-0011-1664 

Donate your unwanted clothes to raise 
money for WRAS! 

It’s easy and simple and won’t cost you 
anything, and can all be done from the 

comfort of your home without having to go 
anywhere. Just visit this website… 

www.charity-ecosystem.org/animals/east-
sussex-wildlife-rescue-ambulance.html 

   8 WRAS 
continues to 
grow. 
This Summer has seen 
WRAS continue to improve 
its facilities.  In our last 
newsletter we mentioned 
the new cages which have 
been installed in Casualty 
Room 3, but work has now 
started on completing 
WRAS’s first aid room, and 
replacing the old second 
hand kitchen units and 
sinks in the  prep rooms.  
Additional work will take 
place on improving our 
indoor pens and aviaries 
too along with some 
additional work surfaces in 
Casualty Room three.  

Pictured Left:  Vet Simon 
Harris  working on a 
hedgehog with WRAS’s 
Assistant Managers Chris 
and Kirsti. 



Sandra Palme is an 
amazing artist and 

really knows how to 
capture the true 

character of the pets 
she draws.  

To help support 
WRAS, Sandra is 

happy to donate to 
WRAS 15% of the 

value of any 
commissioned work 

when WRAS is 
mentioned. 

9 What was happening 10 & 20 
years ago. 
20 years ago In 1994 WRAS did not exist, but founder 
Trevor Weeks was  undertaking rescue work still. He lived  
at Hailsham at the time and worked as a computer 
programmer for a research company in Uckfield.  One 
rescue which he attended was a poorly fox found at the 
Sussex Horse Rescue Centre in Uckfield. The fox was 
suffering from rat poisoning after veterinary help Trevor 
hand fed and nursed the fox which he kept under his desk. 
Unfortunately the fox took a turn for the worse and had to 
be rushed into the vets where it sadly passed away.    

10 years ago also saw WRAS attend two deer in the middle 
of a wood near Burwash. Their 
antlers were tied together by 
discarded bailer twine, which 
probably became entangled whilst 
rutting. One of the deer was already 
dead and the other was dragging it 
round.  Trevor helped by fellow 
rescuers  as well as Alan Knight OBE 
and John Hicks from International 
Animal Rescue managed to tackle 
the deer pin it down and cut the 
twine. After checking the deer over 
it was released back to the wild. 



This baby stoat was rescued late at 
night after being injured by a cat at 
Mark Cross near Rotherfield and 
Crowborough.  This is a good example 
of the important role WRAS plays in 
dealing with wildlife casualties as WRAS 
was the only organisation which was 
available late at  night to take on the 
poor creature. 
It is important not to domestic these 
creatures especially when rearing them 
on your own, so handling has to be kept 
to a minimum once their eyes are open.  
No other organisations had any 
youngsters of a suitable age to go with 
him, so he was reared on his own.  
Using CCTV to monitor him in a pen, he 
was eventually released back to the 
wild at a golf course in Eastbourne 
where there are a number of stoats 
already surviving. 

Night Time Baby Stoat rescue. 



     13 Busies year ever at WRAS’s 
Casualty Centre. 

By Centre Manager Kathy Martyn . 
Spring certainly started with a bang compared to last year. 
With last year’s extremely wet Autumn and Winter, the 
Spring influx of baby birds in particular started a month late 
across the country. This Spring things went back to normal, 
but clearly the mild Winter meant that the birds were in 
great breeding condition in general and we have had a huge 
number of baby birds compared to previous seasons. 
Considering that we have only had the facilities to rear baby 
birds in any large number for the last 3 years we now have 
an amazing orphan rearing team in place, and now have a 
number of aviaries of varying sizes set up so that we can soft 
release the hand reared birds from them. Birds are normally 
in them for 2 weeks being fed daily, then a hatch in the 
aviary or door is opened and they can come and go as they 
please and food is still being put down for them while they 
find their feet in the wild. This process can lead to some bed 
blocking, especially with the numbers of birds we have 
reared this year. So far as I write we have taken in 54 baby 
blackbirds, 21 blue tits, 11 dunnocks, 15 robins, over 30 
ducklings, 28 starlings, 22 crows, 18 Jackdaws, 11 magpies 
and many more as well as taking in over 70 gull chicks  for 
rearing (thanks to help from Bird Aid) and returning 12 fox 
cubs back to their families. There is normally a short lull in 
the season before 2nd and sometimes 3rd broods start 
coming in, but we are now starting the run of baby 
hedgehogs coming in as well as all the pigeon and dove 
babies. One thing that has been a big problem this Spring 
and Summer is people cutting down trees without checking 
properly for nests, resulting in many birds coming into care 
unnecessarily and also sadly a number of them dying as a 
result of the fall. We have to pass on our thanks to all our 
volunteers working so hard looking after all these 
babies which can seem like a never ending task.  

 



10 
 Deer gets 

entangled in 
World Cup! 
England’s departure early from 
the World Cup might have been 
a disappointment to many 
including WRAS’s rescuers, but 
they were far from disappointed 
when called out to this deer 
caught in child’s football goal in 
June, in the middle of the World 
Cup  

Trained rescuers Trevor, Kathy, 
Chris and Daryl attended a deer 
which was reported as tumbling 
around the edge of the 
woodland with its antlers and 
legs caught in the netting. 

The risky rescue took place at 
the edge of Abbotts Wood about 
a 5 minute walk from the 
northern end of Robin Post Lane 
near  Hailsham.  

Two ambulances attended on 
site and rescuers Trevor, Kathy, 
Chris and Daryl searched for the 
deer before discovering it at the 
edge of the wood in tall 
vegetation.   

“As we approached the deer it 
dragged the netting and metal 
poles from the damaged frame 
with it and it slid into a dry 
ditch” said Trevor. 

Trevor had to tackle the deer 
and pin it to the floor. The deer’s 
head was then covered and the 
netting was then cut away. 

“The deer is thought to have 
dragged the goal a considerable 



distance from the nearest 
housing which must have been 
a very stressful experience, 
falling over, tripping up and 
rolling around trying to get 
free” explained rescuer Kathy.  

“You have a 30 minute window 
in which to cut these deer free 
of they risk having a heart 
attack” added Trevor. 

After about 5 minutes on the 
deer the netting was cut free 
and the metal poles and 
remaining netting was cleared 
out the away. Trevor then 
checked the deer over, looking 
for injuries, antler damage, 
breathing and heart problems  
before jumping  off and 
allowing the deer to get up and 
run off back to the wild. 

“These rescues are guaranteed to 
get your heart racing but it is so 
good to see the results of your 
efforts, when they run back off to 
the wild” said rescuer Chris. 

Rescuer were also called to a 
late night deer rescue outside 
the Raystede Centre for 
Animal Welfare back in June.  A 
deer had a near miss with a 
car  ran through the nettles 
and brambles and became 
caught up in a wooden 
makeshift fence.   

Rescuers Trevor, Andrew and 
Charlotte attended on site just 
after 1am in the morning, but as 
rescuers approached the deer 
managed to break free and 
charge off across the airfield. 

 

Nestling Blackbirds 
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Wildlife First Aid & Rehabilitation Diploma 

with Practical - Level 3. 

 

The Wildlife Rescue Course is suitable training for working in a hands-on rescue, 

care and rehabilitation role with wildlife.  

The course is of value to anyone wanting to gain valuable knowledge to enable them 

to rescue, rehabilitate and release injured wildlife. This comprehensive course aims 

to provide learners with the skills necessary for administering basic first aid to wild-

life. Students attending this practical will gain hands-on experience assisting with the 

rescue, care and release of wildlife. 

There are 6 modules and a week long practical working with East Sussex WRAS at 

their Casualty Care Centre.  The modules are: 

Module 1:  First Aid Principles. 

Module 2: Vital Signs and how to assist an in-

jured animal. 

Module 3:Treating an injury 

Module 4:Hygiene & Health 

Module 5:First Aid Kit Essentials 

Module 6: Wildlife Care and Rescue Centre. 

More information about this course as well as 

others go to: 

www.animal-job.co.uk/wildlife-rescue-course.html 



Squirrel 
helped from 
Squirrel 
Proof Feeder. 
 
Our rescuers were 
called out to a squirrel 
trapped inside what is 
supposed to be a 
squirrel proof bird 
feeder.  When rescuers 
arrived at the address 
in Vicarage Lane, 
Hellingly, the squirrel 
was franticly trying to 
get out, going round in 
circles and chewing at 
the plastic and wire.  
As rescuers approached 
the squirrel became 
more lively and the 
adrenaline  give the 
squirrel enough of a 
push to free itself and 
run off down the 
garden unharmed.  
“This is a common 
problem especially with 
juvenile squirrels at this 
time of year when they 
are not fully grown and can just about squeeze through the bars and after eating they 
can sometimes  find it a bit harders to get out again” said Trevor Weeks MBE   
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International Animal Rescue funds 60% of the wages for the part time employment (34 hours a week) of Trevor 
Weeks MBE  to manage WRAS’s Casualty Care Centre  (earning just minimum wage). Trevor Weeks regularly puts 
in between 70 –110 hours a week, working many hours on a voluntary basis above what he is paid for because of 
his commitment and dedication to giving the casualties the care that they deserve.  WRAS would not be able to 
operate its Casualty Care Centre without the help and support of Trevor Weeks or International Animal Rescue, 

plus  the many other volunteers within WRAS, ensuring your donations go as far as possible. 

International 
Animal Rescue 
stars in TV Special 
Uckfield-based International 
Animal Rescue (IAR), has starred 
in a documentary on Nat Geo 
WILD TV. The programme 
followed IAR’s Orangutan 
Rehabilitation Centre in Indonesia 
as they worked to save the lives 
and build a future for nearly 70 
orangutans. The one hour special 
demonstrated the hours of patient coaching and care the baby orangutans receive from the 
team of vets, volunteers and babysitters to set them on the road to freedom. 
“ORANGUTAN RESCUE: BACK TO THE WILD” showed how the orphaned babies are taken to 
the forest every day to build up their strength and develop the skills they would have been 
taught by their mothers in the wild. They attend one of two classes: Baby School for the very 
young ones who must learn what a forest is and how to climb a tree. Once they’ve made the 
grade, they move onto Forest School, an advanced class where they learn to be more 
independent, finding food for themselves and building nests to sleep in at night.  
The project is managed from the UK by CEO Alan Knight and a small team of eight staff. 
“The future of the orangutan in Borneo hangs in the balance,” says Knight. “Destruction of 
the rainforest to make way for oil palm plantations and other agriculture is leaving 
orangutans and other native wildlife without food and shelter. Our team in Indonesia is 
working round the clock to rescue orangutans being kept illegally as pets or left stranded 
when their habitat is destroyed. The Nat Geo documentary was a fantastic opportunity to 
raise awareness of the plight of orangutans in Borneo and show viewers the wonderful work 
our team is doing to save them. 
Best friends Rocky and Rickina are two of the centre’s most charismatic characters. They are 
always found together, hugging and staying glued together even when the babysitters lift 
them into the trees and onto the feeding platforms. Baby Rickina bears the scars of an attack 
with a machete that killed her mother. She was left with a nasty gash on her forehead. Both 
babies are making progress and will one day go their separate ways in the wild. 
The film also followed the translocation of wild adult male orangutan Kaliba. The release 
operation required careful planning and coordinating to make everything go smoothly. First 
Kaliba was sedated and given a thorough health check. He was then put into a transportation 
cage and driven to Mount Tarak, 12 hours’ drive from the centre in Ketapang. Viewers will 
watch in awe as the team released Kaliba back into the forest. 

www.internationalanimalrescue.orgwww.internationalanimalrescue.orgwww.internationalanimalrescue.org   



New Rescuer training! 
WRAS supporter Colin Brown undertook a 160ft 
bungee jump at Brighton back in July, as part of 
new rescue training  for  dealing with gull 
chicks fallen off rooftops!  Well, not quite!  He 
was actually fundraising for WRAS.  Thanks to 
Colin over £400 was raised to help WRAS  with 
it valuable work.  WRAS would also like to 
thank www.buyagift.co.uk for providing the 
jump free. Colin’s just giving page is at : 
https://www.justgiving.com/Colin-Brown32 
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            Walk on the Wild Side Raises money for WRAS. 
      Centre Manager and Orphan Team Leader Lindsay Redfern completed the Walk on the    
            Wild Side at the weekend along with numerous WRAS supporters to raise funds for 
                                                       the many orphans which come in to care during Spring and 
                                                 Summer. She has raised at              least £250 and there is still...  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...time to donate by going to her justgiving 
page www.justgiving.com/Lindsay-Redfern. 
Thank you to everyone for your support 
and to all the volunteers who also walked 
in aid of WRAS.   

Gull Caught in Line 
on Fish Pond, Bexhill. 
This gull had to be rescued after being 
found entangled in line over a fish pond 
in Pleamount Gardens, Bexhill. The gull 
had a ligature wound on its wing which 
needed treatment. After about 5 days 
of treatment the gull was suitable for 
released and returned to Bexhill. 



Aspen Air Conditioning & 
Heat Pumps is proud to 

support East Sussex Wildlife 
Rescue & Ambulance 

Service. 

Ark Wildlife are suppliers of high quality 
food for a wide variety  of wildlife. They 

also sell habitats for wildlife like 
hedgehog houses and bird boxes, as well 
as wild flower seeds and gift cards, toys 

and more.  You can contact them on  
0800 085 4865 or via  

www.arkwildlife.co.uk/Agent/0/
WRAS.html. When phoning don’t forget 

to mention East Sussex Wildlife Rescue as 
they will give us a donation if you do! 
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Busy Summer of Gull Chick Rescues. 
WRAS has been busy this summer returning gull chicks to roof tops, quite a few have had 
to come into care where we have been unable to get them back onto roof tops, and have 
been taken in by Bird Aid at Hailsham. 
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Difficult Gull Rescue. 
Ladders off of one of WRAS’s ambulances had to be used to cross a dyke in order to get to 
a fledgling gull which became trapped behind chain link fencing on the edge of the 
industrial estate at Hampden Park in July.  Rescuers had to carefully walk across the ladder 
trying not to fall in.  After crawling through the bushes Trevor managed to catch the gull , 
get it into a pillow case  and  pass it back to rescuer Jen. released in the neighbouring car 
park. 



Information: 
East Sussex Wildlife Rescue & Ambulance Service.                                    Reg Charity 1108880 

 

Postal Address:  PO Box 2148, Seaford, East Sussex, BN25 9DE. 
Casualty Centre Address: Unit 8, The Shaw Barn, Whitesmith, East Sussex, BN8 6JD. 
Registered Address: 8 Stour Close, Stone Cross, Pevensey, East Sussex, BN24 5QU. 

(Please DO NOT deliver casualties to ANY of these addresses as none of them are constantly 
manned, please call the rescue line first for advice and assistance.) 

 

Directors:  Monica Russell, Murrae Hume, Kathy Martyn 
Patrons: Sarah Jane Honeywell, Chris Packham, CJ de Mooi 

 

Casualty Care Centre Management Team:  
Operations Director: Trevor Weeks MBE 

Centre Managers: Lindsay Redfern BSc (Hons)  & Kathy Martyn 
Assistant Managers: Chris Riddington  & Kirsti Sibbald.  

Vets: Simon Harris BVSc Cert VR, MRCVS.  
Chris Hall BVSc, MRCVS 

 
All WRAS’s Managers have or are currently studying Diplomas in Wildlife First Aid and 

Rehabilitation or a similar qualifications in Animal Care and have completed the BHPS & Vale 
Wildlife Rescue’s Hedgehog Basic First Aid, Care & Rehabilitation Course.  

Phone Numbers: 
24Hr Rescue Line: 07815-078234 

(Please DO NOT ring any other WRAS 
numbers concerning rescuing casualties) 

 
Office / Non-Casualty Calls: 01825-873003 
Treasurers: Murrae Hume 07815-070432 
(PO Box / Postal Donations) Julia 07732-

575989 
 

Sales / Volunteering:  
Kathy 07931-519646  

kathy@eastsussexwras.org.uk 
 

Events: 
Lindsay  01825-873003 

lindsay@eastsussexwras.org.uk 
 

To Book a Talk: 
trevor@eastsussexwras.org.uk or call 01825-

873003 

(Please be aware we are unable to book talks 
for May, June, July and August.) 

 
General E-mail: 

trevor@eastsussexwras.org.uk 
 

Veterinary Premises: 
The Casualty Care Centre at Whitesmith is 

registered with the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons as a Veterinary premise, 

No. 6548374. 
 

Members of: 
British Hedgehog Preservation Society 
British Wildlife Rehabilitation Society 

European Wildlife Rehabilitation Association 
 

Social Media: 
www.facebook.com/wildlifeambulance 

www.youtube.com/user/eastsussexwras 
Website: www.wildlifeambulance.org 
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“Sherman” the Septic Tank Fox. 
WRAS received a call from Cootes Vets in Burgess Hill  after a builder delivered to them a 
fox cub which they had rescued from a  septic tank on a building site near Ardingly.  The 
builders rescued the fox by getting a noose of rope round  his body and pulling him up. They 
took him straight to the vets. Not surprisingly the vets were not too keen to touch the fox 
and asked WRAS if they would take him on. 
Rescuer Dave Novell collected the fox which was taken to WRAS’s Casualty Centre where 
Assistant Manager Chris donned protective gear to clean up the  cub thought to be a few 
months old.   
The cub smelt horrendous and needed washing a couple of times in order to get rid of the 
human faeces from his coat. The cub had a nasty upset stomach for a while but was eventu-
ally suitable for release.  
Rescues met up with the builders who were delighted to see Sherman return to the wild. 

Chased Swan Rescued on 
Marshes. 
A moulting swan out on the Pevensey Marshes had to be 
rescued after it found itself in danger and being chased 
across a field by a dog. The swan which couldn’t take off 
due to loosing its flight feather whilst moulting, was one of 
three similar call outs on the Marshes this summer.  

This swan was one of these from Rickney which had minor 
injuries on his feet which were cleaned up before being 
taken down to Princes Park Eastbourne to the non 
territorial flock of swans.   



PLEASE REMEMBER TO MAKE A DONATION TO WRAS!  The casualties featured in this 
newsletter would have been left to suffer if it had not been for WRAS.  The charity can only 
survive thanks to your donations.  To make a donation please call 01825-873003 or post a 
donation to: East Sussex WRAS, PO Box 2148, Seaford, East Sussex, BN25 9DE. Thank you. 

 Fox Cub rescued from House in Willingdon. 
This young fox wandered into a house in Willingdon 
and got shut in a study.  The 
adventurous cub was 
quite young had  
decided to wander 
off from his den  
looking for his mum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He was rescued and 
take to WRAS and  
Released late at 
Night. 
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Leucistic Starling 
from Uckfield. 
This leucistic starling come into 
care after being caught by a cat in 
Uckfield. There are several 
leucistic birds around the 
northern end of Uckfield for some 
reason including partially white 
blackbirds too.  

After several weeks of treatment 
and care, and some time being 
rehabilitated with other starlings 
in an outdoor aviary, he was 
released back into the wild. 

Several weeks later we received 
reports of a white starling being 
seen at the Victoria Park. 

Leucistic is a zoological term meaning having whitish 
fur, plumage, or skin due to a lack of pigment. Many 
people mistake Leucistic animals for being albino but 
as you will notice from this photo these creatures do 
not have the classic red eyes of an albinio. Due to the 
lack of melanin production in both 
the retinal pigmented epithelium (RPE) and iris, 
albinos typically have red eyes due to the underlying 
blood vessels showing through. In contrast, most 
leucistic animals have normally coloured eyes.  


