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A busy time for badgers A busy time for badgers --  See Page 9See Page 9  



WRAS pays tribute to WRAS Stalwart Monica.  
WRAS chairperson Monica Russell sadly passed away on 1st February 2016 after a long 
battle with cancer. WRAS has named their new Orphan Rearing Rooms after Monica and 
they were officially opened by Monica’s husband Brian. Read more on pages 12 and 13. 

Entangled Swan Rescued from Rope. 
WRAS is asking people to help spring clean the environment after discarded waste causes 
problems for wildlife. See pages 4 and 19. 

What’s inside! 
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New Newsletter Format saves funds! 
In 2013 we contacted a number of supporters about our newsletters and many mentioned 
they would like to see a colour newsletter.  Cost has been our biggest concern, and we can’t 
afford to print the entire newsletter in colour. Luckily we have been able to come to a 
compromise as we have found a new online print company which is able to offer us cheaper 
printing and a colour front cover, and still save WRAS over £300 per newsletter print run. 
This has also helped us obtain more advertising which in turn has reduced the cost of 
printing newsletters, so we have more money to spend on the casualties.  

Front Cover:   Photo of a one of our road casualty badgers sleeping soundly at our Casualty 
Centre. See Page 9 and 10 for more information.. 

If you see the You Tube Logo, it means there is 
video footage of the rescue, treatment or release of 

this casualty on our You Tube Channel.  
www.youtube.com/user/eastsussexwras 



Lets Help Wildlife & “Clean for the Queen” by Trevor Weeks MBE. 

East Sussex WRAS is urging everyone to go out into the countryside and help clean up our 
environment to make it a safer place for our wildlife. WRAS is encouraging everyone to go out 
for a walk in their local countryside, their park, along their street or go to the “Clean for the 
Queen” campaign website and find a local clean up event happening near them. 
The charity Keep Britain Tidy has launched a campaign to help clean up Britain in time for the 
Queen’s 90th Birthday in June 2016, and has a website www.cleanforthequeen.co.uk where 
people can find local events happening throughout the spring and early summer. 
Clean up campaigns often focus on general litter or beaches, the Clean for the Queen 
campaign is focussing on a wide variety of locations including the countryside.   
In the past 12 months WRAS has dealt with hundreds of incidents of suffering wildlife 
entangled in discarded netting, caught in carrier bags, caught in plastic beer can holders, 
caught on plastic bottle tops, entangled in discarded fishing line, caught in discarded old  rope, 
entangled in bailer twine, caught in dropped rubber bands, and even a fox with a plastic tub on 
its head. So its not just general litter which needs picking up. 

Recently we had a swan 
trailing 5 metres of rope 
caught round its neck.  
Discarded chicken wire 
and garden netting also 
cause hazards to 
wildlife. 
We need people to not 
only think about litter 
but also other larger 



items they use at work, in their leisure and home life and ensure that rather than just 
dumping items in a corner, they are boxed up or properly thrown away where they can’t 
become a problem and endanger our wildlife. 

Wasted Gallery! 
Thank you South Essex Wildlife Hospital, Blyth Wildlife Rescue and Bedfordshire Wildlife 
Rescue for the three photos on the right. 

Deer with baler twine caught round antlers. 

Hedgehog caught in Elastic band. 

Swan’s foot entangled in fishing line. 

Grass Snake entangled in discarded netting. 

Blackbird caught in netting. 

An Owl caught in discarded Kite string 



Rescuers were called down to Shinewater Park, in February, after receiving several calls from 
worried members of the public about a swan trying to get over a weir. 
The swan spent over an hour trying to cross the weir, getting more and more frustrated that it 
couldn’t follow its partner to the main lake. 
When rescuers arrived they could see how distressed the swan was. The water level was just a 
bit too low for the elderly swan to lift itself up and over. 
The first two attempts at accessing the side of the river close to the weir failed due to the 
dense brambles. After a long walk round and climbing over a fence, crossing a reed bed, and 
climbing through yet more brambles, rescuers were able to get to the bank and catch the swan 
using a swan hook.  
With the swan caught, the release proved problematic too, resulting in rescuers having to 
flatten more brambles in order to release the swan on the opposite side of the weir. 
“It was really nice to see the swan happily swimming off and as it did so it raised its head and 
called and swam off to the main lake to be reunited with its mate. It made the scratches to our 
legs so worth it” said Trevor Weeks. 

WRAS gives Elderly Swan a Helping Hand. 



Orphan Rearing 
Team Need 
Help. 
Spring is here and our 
Orphan Rearing Team are 
in need of a little help. 
Every year we get calls 
regarding hundreds of 
sick, injured, orphaned or 
abandoned baby birds. 
These birds require feed-
ing from very early in the 
morning till late at night, 
sometimes as often as 
every 15 minutes! In order to care for these babies, we require a team of reliable and com-
mitted volunteers. The role will involve feeding and cleaning a variety of young bird species, 
anything from tiny robins, to magpies and even tawny owls. You will also need to be physi-
cally fit as during the height of the season, this work can be constant. Despite the hard 
work, it is extremely rewarding, and allows you to get up close to species that you may not 
normally see (although please be aware that it is a hands off role due to the aim to release 
them back in to the wild). No previous experience is required as full training will be given, 
however, you will need to be available between roughly April to September (although holi-
days are of course allowed). Volunteers are expected to commit to one regular shift per 
week, the shifts which are in current need of filling are:  
Morning (7am—10am) - Monday to Saturday 
Evening (6pm—10pm) - Monday, Tuesday, Saturday and Sunday. 
If you are interested then please contact Lindsay on 01825-873003 or via e-mail Lind-
say@eastsussexwras.org.uk 

Great news! You can now raise 4% for us - for free - when you shop instore at Sainsbury’s!
Simply request your Everyday Shopping Card visit www.raisewithsainsburys.com/charity/

eastsussexwras, top up your card and shop at any Sainsbury’s – it couldn’t be easier! 

http://www.raisewithsainsburys.com/charity/eastsussexwras
http://www.raisewithsainsburys.com/charity/eastsussexwras


Two more Winter 
Bunnies! 
In the last newsletter we reported on 
two young rabbits which were rescued 
just before Christmas on a nature 
reserve near Burgess Hill. It is unusual 
for such rabbits to be admitted to our 
centre during the winter. 
To our surprise we had two more to deal 
with in February after being caught by 
cats in Polegate.  All four rabbits have 
done well. 
The first two 
have been 
soft released 
from one of 
our outdoor 
enclosures, 
the other 
two we hope 
will be 
released 
very soon 
once a bit 
bigger. 



Busy Week for Badgers by Chris Riddington. 
February was a very tiring month, and in just four nights we had to deal with three badger 
casualties. The first was a road casualty from Cuckfield and was delivered to us by Badger 
Trust Sussex. Trevor joined me at WRAS’s Casualty Centre to help assess, triage and provide 
emergency care. There was a lot of clotted blood from the nose and he sounded chesty. We 
were able to put a bandage muzzle on the badger and check him over from head to toe. 
Luckily we couldn’t find any sign of any serious injuries, just concussion and trauma to the 
face and nose which initially caused quite a bit of bleeding. Using a stethoscope the chest 
sounded clear too. Following veterinary advice, fluids were given with emergency 
medication and booked in to see the vet first thing. The next morning x-rays were taken 
and vets confirmed our assessment of the badgers condition and treatment. The following 
day we received a call to a road casualty badger in The Mount, Hastings. Rescuer Daryl and 
Kai joined me to gain experience. When we arrived we found members of East Sussex Fire 
& Rescue Service guarding the badger and keeping him safe. They had even coned off an 
area of the road and were using the Fire Engine to protect the badger from being run over 
again. We would never advise anyone to just pick up a concussed badger as they could 
easily come round and cause you injury. 
Amazingly the badger was in almost identical condition to the Cuckfield Badger. After 
assessing his condition on the road, we carefully lifted him into a secure cage and loaded 
him into our ambulance. We then met Trevor at WRAS’s Centre again so he could help 

Don’t forget to read Trevor’s weekly column in the Sussex Express every 

Friday and the Eastbourne Gazette series on Tuesdays each week.  



 

assess the badgers condition. The following 
morning the badger was also x-rayed which 
confirmed the lack of any serious injuries, just 
minor damage to the nose again. 
Two days later we then had a call about a third 
badger in a garden in Willingdon. My partner 
Laura and I rushed to the scene and managed to 
catch the badger which was not using its legs 
properly. At WRAS’s Casualty Centre Trevor yet 
again met us and went through assessing the 
badger, but this time the condition was different. 
There was movement in all the legs but signs that 
the badger had been dragging its legs. An 
ultrasound of the abdomen showed an enlarged 
bladder, which needed expressing. Emergency medication was given and we arranged for him 
to be seen by one of our vets. X-rays revealed the badger to have a damaged spine which was 
calcifying but not in a good way, causing the legs and bladder not to function properly. Sadly 
they recommended the badger be put to sleep. Thank you to Henley House Vets in Uckfield 
for helping so much in dealing with these badgers and more. 
After initial care and veterinary treatment the Cuckfield badger was transferred to Folly 
Wildlife Rescue to free up space. WRAS already a number of large animals in care at the time 
including had three foxes. It is hoped that the Cuckfield and Hastings badgers will make a full 
recovery and be returned home once fully recovered. 



 Garden Wildlife Health Project 
by Lindsay Redfern Casualty Manager 
As well as wildlife rescue and rehabilitation, WRAS also 
takes a keen interest in scientific research regarding wild 
species. One of the research groups we work with regularly 
is the Garden Wildlife Health Project. The project monitors 
trends and emerging threats to British wildlife, to help 
promote good garden practises and safeguard the health of 
wild animals. 
One of the animals the project focuses on is hedgehogs and the cause of death to any 
casualties either found in gardens, or those that have been admitted to a rescue centre and 
die within 48 hours (this time frame means the cause of death is still likely related to the wild 
rather than impacted by being in captivity for treatment). WRAS has been able to contribute 
to this project and turn each sad death in to a positive. By determining each hedgehogs cause 
of death, patterns of disease in certain areas can be monitored, and the information used to 
both educated people on the common dangers hedgehogs face, and what they can do in their 
own gardens to help prevent the spread of disease amongst local populations. 
Below you can see a map which displays the results of the hedgehogs we have sent off to the 
project within the last couple of years.  
For more information on the Garden Wildlife Health Project, and how you can help contribute 
to their work, please visit: www.gardenwildlifehealth.org 

Harcourt Close, Uckfield. Suspected Herpes Virus. 

Bleeding in the Brain and Lungworm infection. 
The Rise, Horam. Periodontal disease and 

associated Osteomyelitis. Large adrenal 

glands suggesting the hog had been 

stressed for some time plus lungworm. 

Holyhead Close, 

Hailsham. No 

Significant 

findings. 

Thickening of the 

skin around the 

ears. 

Mountain Ash Close, 

Hailsham. Starvation 

and lungworm caused 

by Staphylococcus 

aureus bacteria. 

Ringworm & diarrhoea. 

Astaire Ave, Eastbourne. Cause of Death unknown, 

but death was rapid, no signs of infection. 

Percival Road, Eastbourne, 

Salmonella in liver and 

intestinal lymph nodes. 

Via Meridian Vets. 

Peacehaven. Pulmonary 

Disease. Rhinitis and 

associated facial swelling, 

lungworm. 

Kingston Lewes, 

Salmonella and 

emaciation. 

South Chailey. Salmonella 

and emaciation. 



Trevor Pays Tribute to 
WRAS Stalwart Monica. 
 
WRAS Trustee Monica Russell, Chairperson, 
Rescuer, Carer, Fundraiser, Cleaner, Cook 
and Friend, sadly passed away on 16th 
February 2016 after her long battle with 
cancer. Our thoughts are with her husband 
Brian and daughters Kirsty and Claire who 
have been so lovingly taking care of her 
during this difficult time. Monica worked 
behind the scenes at WRAS, and performed 
many roles. Her biggest role was hand 
rearing baby mammals especially hedgehogs 
and fox cubs.  She would often be up through 
the night to feed the babies, who when very 
small are often in need of being fed every 
couple of hours.  She would always 
encourage children around her to watch her 
feeding and felt that educating children to 
appreciate wildlife was important. 
Monica has voluntarily been helping wildlife 
for over 20 years.  She started in a similar 
way to myself, finding a wildlife casualty and 
struggling to find anyone to help, other than 
vets who only offered to euthanize the 
casualty. Rather than wanting this for a 
poorly hedgehog she had found, she took it 
on and it recovered.  She started working 
with Folly Wildlife Rescue but when she 
moved to Eastbourne she started 
volunteering with WRAS.  She was an 
absolute natural at hand rearing and would 
often take little creatures to work with her to 
ensure they got the continuing care they 
needed. 
It was not just the orphan rearing Monica 
was involved in, also helping out on rescues, 
on the committee, at fundraising events, 
building pens, cleaning, and even staying 
over at the Casualty Centre during snow to 
ensure the casualties were looked after 
properly. Staying over at our old centre 



wasn’t exactly comfortable either. Sleeping on the cold floor was ok, though having 
hedgehogs snuffling, grunting and chewing their food through the night, the owl flapping 
its wings, and then at first light the pigeons pecking at seed flicking it through the bars of 
the cage perhaps not so good! 
In January Monica was able to visit and see the almost complete “Monica Russell BCA 
Orphan Rearing Unit” which was dedicated to her love for orphaned wildlife. Sadly she was 
too ill to attend the official opening so her husband Brian stepped in and helped open on 
her behalf. 
Monica was a good all round person who got involved where ever she could due to her 
compassion and dedication to helping others.  She is an inspiration to us all and we hope 
we do her memory proud and can live up to her dedication and commitment to help 
wildlife in need. We will miss you Monica and will never forget all you have done for 
WRAS. 
Instead of buying flowers a just giving page has been set up by her daughter so people can 
make donations in her memory. You can make a donation using the following link: 
www.justgiving.com/Claire-Martin33 

WRAS’s new Orphan Rearing Unit 
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Newhaven Kestrel Release  
This young kestrel was found grounded just 
north of Newhaven in February. It is possible 
it may have been knocked by a car, but was 
also very underweight. 
WRAS’s care team took the bird home to give 
extra attention, and slowly it recovered and 
was taken back 3 weeks later and released 
very close to where found. 

Partridge with Attitude! 
This lovely partridge came into care from 
Whitesway Lane, Lewes in February. He was 
rather underweight but luckily had no 
injuries. He was bedded down and once 
settled, started eating. 
He spent three weeks at WRAS building up 
his strength and weight and was eventually 
released back to the wild. 



Brighton Ice Cream Parlour Pigeon Rescue. 
WRAS rescuers received an emergency call from Creams ice-cream parlour in Brighton late at 
night in January. A Pigeon had been in the store the previous day and had managed to get 
himself stuck behind some shop fittings. 

Rescuers attended around 10pm to assess the situation and it soon became clear this wasn’t 
a simple rescue. The pigeon had managed to get himself trapped in a space between the wall 
and the shop display, around 10ft down. 

Not leaving much room for manoeuvre, ladders were used to get above the shop display and 
rescuers had to use two extending poles and a net to catch the pigeon. Rescuers managed to 
guide the net down the back of the display and gently encouraged the bird into the net. At 
first the pigeon was not keen but it was eventually caught. 

Once inside the net, rescuers managed to lift him out and get him secured in a carrier before 
being transported back to WRAS’s Casualty Centre, where he was bedded down. Thank you 
so much to the staff at the store for calling us and for being so helpful. 

A wound on the birds chest needed treating but he made a full recovery. On 26th February 
rescuer Keith took the pigeon back for release outside the store. 

International Animal Rescue funds 50% of the wages for the part time employment (36 hours 
a week) of Trevor Weeks MBE  to manage East Sussex WRAS on a daily basis  (earning just 
minimum wage). Trevor Weeks regularly puts in between 70 –110 hours a week, working 

many hours on a voluntary basis above what he is paid for because of his commitment and 
dedication to giving the casualties the care that they deserve.  WRAS would not be able to 

operate without the help and support of Trevor Weeks or International Animal Rescue, plus  
the staff and  many other volunteers within WRAS, ensuring your donations go as far as 

possible. 

A net and pole used to View 

down behind the shop display 



“Pigeon Post” by Kathy Martyn  Casualty Manager 

A couple of interesting stories from our pigeon patients are 
Chippie and Warty.  
Chippie came in from Brighton Railway Station where he was 
seen by a passer by being kicked by members of the public. He 
was picked up whilst huddled in a doorway, taken home, upon 
which WRAS were called. When he arrived he was in a sorry 
state, soaking wet, shaking, underweight and looking very 
sorry for himself. We also realised that he was covered head 
to toe in some kind of oil, which smelled of chip fat, meaning 
he was not at all waterproof and soaked to the skin, very un-
steady on his feet. It has been a long process getting him right. 
He is a very sensitive bird and has not reacted well to the 
washes we have had to give him to remove the oil. He has 
been in care over a month, gradually removing it and allowing 
him to recover. After each bath in Fairy Liquid and warm wa-
ter we partly blow dried him to speed up the drying process. 
He is now in one of our indoor aviaries and can now fly, but 
needs a little encouragement as he has lost his confidence. 
We are hoping he will be able to be released in the near fu-
ture. 
Warty came in from regular finders in Eastbourne, but he was 
not your regular case. A lovely healthy rounded looking pi-
geon, but with a massive growth on one leg and a smaller one 
on the other. These growths were filled with blood and we 
believed they were blood warts, caused by a virus. If he 
knocked them he was in danger of bleeding to death so we 
were constantly worried about him. Luckily he was very sensi-
ble and well behaved and spent the next 6 weeks in an isola-
tion cage. There is no real treatment as such, none of our vets 
having seen it before. 
We covered him with 
antibiotics and basi-
cally had to wait for 
the virus to burn it-
self out, the blood to 
reabsorb and the 
warts to hopefully dry 
up and drop off, 
which they did 6 
weeks later, leaving 
barely a mark.  
 

The Blood Wart 

starting to dry up. 



Chris’s Marathon 
Challenge for 
WRAS. 
As you may have seen in our 
newsletter last year WRAS 
Volunteer Daryl Farmer is 
going to be rowing the 
Atlantic. Daryl is keen on 
endurance events and 
managed to persuade our 
manager Chris to train for his 
first marathon.  As if doing a 
marathon wasn’t enough, he 
also wanted him to run one 
of the hardest marathons in 
Sussex, the Endurancelife 
Sussex Coastal Trail 
Marathon, across some very 
hilly terrain between 
Eastbourne and Alfriston, 
starting and finishing at 
Birling Gap.  Chris’s just 
giving page has now raised 
almost £800 for WRAS in the 
process. There is still time to show your support for 
Chris and his run at www.justgiving.com/CHRISWRAS.  
Chris and Daryl paced themselves and completed the 
course in an amazing 6hours 11minutes.  Later this 
year Daryl will be rowing the Atlantic for WRAS so 
don’t forget to sponsor him too at 
www.justgiving.com/atlanticsolo2016. 

Catted Water Rail from Eastbourne. 
This lovely water rail was rescued in Eastbourne in March 
after being caught by a cat. Due to damage to the bird’s wing, 
needing specialist help, it was taken up to waterfowl vets at 
the Shepperton based Swan Sanctuary. 
Amazingly, virtually all water rails which WRAS has dealt with 
have been cat attack victims as well as a few window strikes. 
The water rail is a fairly common but highly secretive inhabit-
ant of freshwater wetlands. They are far more often heard 
than seen. 



Winter Bats. 
We have seen more bat calls this winter than 
normal, in fact we had three bats in a week 
back in February.  
Rescuers had an uncommon Leisler’s Bat from 
Silverdale Road, Eastbourne, plus a lovely 
pipistrelle bat which came into care after 
being found flying around a bedroom in 
Alfriston. Kathy then went to  a Brown Long 
Eared Bat in Wares Road Uckfield, found on 
the outside wall in the day time. 
In March WRAS was called to a grounded bat 
in Hampden Park near the café. The bat 
turned out to be an adult Noctural. The poor 
creature was very underweight. Rescuer Tony 
picked him up and delivered him to WRAS 
where Trevor took over the care. After being 
warmed up the bat was given lectade and 
then offered mealworms, which he clearly 
enjoyed.  Trevor kept the bat over night and 
the following morning the bat was taken to 
Karen Hammond from the Sussex Bat Group 
in Hastings. 
WRAS would like to thank Jenny Clark at the 
Sussex Bat Hospital at Forest Row for all her 
assistance this winter with bats.  To find out 
more about bats and the work of the Sussex 
Bat Group please visit 
www.sussexbatgroup.org.uk 
 

WRAS Diary Dates: 

30th April: WRAS Stall and display at 

Bishopstone Village Fair (BN25 2UF. 12noon till 

4pm. 

7th May: WRAS’s Unusual Quiz Night. East 

Dean Village Hall, Village Green Lane, off 

Gilberts Drive, East Dean. Tickets £10 per 

person and includes a free meal. Teams of up to 

6 people. Theme of Quiz is Summer Holidays. To 

book call 01825-873003. Doors open at 7pm. 

9th July: Uckfield Festival Luxford Field, 

Uckfield Town Centre. 10am till 5pm. WRAS 

stand and display. 

30th July: Rushlake Green Flower Show 

(TN21 9QE) WRAS stand. 

30th & 31st July:  Lammas Festival, Western 

Lawns, Eastbourne Sea Front. WRAS stand and 

display.  

2nd December: Uckfield Late Night 

Shopping. Find us by Paws ‘n’ Claws Pet Food 

Store in Olives Yard, High Street Uckfield. 6pm 

onwards. 

Where possible we hope to bring out our new 

Educational Trailer to some of these events. 

Keep an eye on our Facebook page for more 

events and details at facebook.com/

wildlifeambulance. 

If you would like to help at an event or would 

like us to come to an event with our educational 

trailer please get in touch with Christine on 

07734654041. 



Entangled Swan Freed. 
Walkers round Princes Park in Eastbourne phoned WRAS after becoming concerned about 
a young swan with over 5 metres of rope attached to its neck. Rescuers Trevor and Chris 
rushed down to the park. Using bread, rescuers were able to get the swan close to the 
edge and lift it out quickly onto the grass verge. The rope was untied and untangled from 
the swan which was then checked over. The young swan was a good weight, luckily none 
the worse for its ordeal,  so released straight back onto the lake. 
This was one of three calls that week to swans at Princes Park, the other calls involved 
discarded fishing line causing swans to require rescuing and having line removed. 



Information: 
East Sussex Wildlife Rescue & Ambulance Service.                               Reg Charity 1108880 

 

Postal Address:  PO Box 2148, Seaford, East Sussex, BN25 9DE. 
Casualty Centre Address: Unit 8, The Shaw Barn, Whitesmith, East Sussex, BN8 6JD. 
Registered Address: 8 Stour Close, Stone Cross, Pevensey, East Sussex, BN24 5QU. 

(Please DO NOT deliver casualties to ANY of these addresses as none of them are constantly 
staffed, please call the rescue line first for advice and assistance.) 

 

Directors:  Murrae Hume, Kathy Martyn, Brian Russell 
Patrons: Sarah Jane Honeywell, Chris Packham, CJ de Mooi 

 

Casualty Care Centre Management Team:  
Operations Director: Trevor Weeks MBE 

Casualty Managers: Lindsay Redfern BSc (Hons)  & Kathy Martyn 
Rescue & Weekend Casualty Manager: Chris Riddington 

Vets: Simon Harris BVSc Cert VR, MRCVS.  
Chris Hall BVSc, MRCVS  & Mike Symons BVSc MRCVS 

 

All WRAS’s Managers have or are currently studying Diplomas in Wildlife First Aid and 
Rehabilitation or a similar qualification in Animal Care, have completed the British Hedgehog 
Preservation Society & Vale Wildlife Rescue’s Hedgehog Basic First Aid, Care & Rehabilitation 

Course and have undertaken regular training with WRAS’s vets and other organisations. 

Phone Numbers: 
Rescue Line: 07815-078234 

(Please DO NOT ring any other WRAS 
numbers concerning rescuing casualties) 

 

Office / Non-Casualty Calls: 01825-873003 
Treasurers: Murrae Hume 07815-070432 
(PO Box / Postal Donations) Julia 07732-

575989 
 

Volunteering:  Kathy 07931-519646  
kathy@eastsussexwras.org.uk 

 

Sales: Chris  01825-873003 
chris@eastsussexwras.org.uk 

 

To Book a Talk: 
trevor@eastsussexwras.org.uk or call 01825-

873003 
(Please be aware we are unable to book talks 

for May, June, July and August.) 

General E-mail: 
trevor@eastsussexwras.org.uk 

 

Events: 
Christine  07734654041 

christine@eastsussexwras.org.uk 
 

Veterinary Premises: 
The Casualty Care Centre at Whitesmith is 

registered with the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons as a Veterinary premise, 

No. 6548374.  
 

Members of: 
British Hedgehog Preservation Society 
British Wildlife Rehabilitation Council 

 

Social Media: 
www.facebook.com/wildlifeambulance 

www.youtube.com/user/eastsussexwras 
 

Website: www.wildlifeambulance.org 

School Visits & Work Placements:  Please see our website for more information or contact 

Lindsay on 01825-873003 or lindsay@eastsussexwras.org.uk. 



Standing Order Form:  
If you wish to make a standing order to 
WRAS please fill in your name and address 
above and complete your bank details then 
send this form to: East Sussex WRAS, Po 
Box 2148, Seaford, East Sussex, BN25 9DE. 

Yes, I would like to help East Sussex WRAS 
by donating £ ____ on a regular monthly 
standing order until further notice.  

 

My Account No: ______________________ 

 

My Sort Code:   ___ ___ / ___ ___ / ___ ___ 

Please start my standing order on 

__ __ / __ __ / __ __ __ __. 

(Please make this date at least 3 weeks away.) 
 

Signature:_______________________ 

Date: _____________ 

Bank Name:_________________________ 

Bank Address:_______________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Bank Postcode: 
____________________________________ 

Bank Instructions: Please pay to Lloyds TSB Plc, (30-92-86) , 
104 Terminus Road, Eastbourne, East Sussex, BN21 3AH, for 
the credit of “East Sussex WRAS”, A/c 02529656. 

  Donation Form: - Please Photocopy if you wish. 

   I enclose a cheque/postal order for:    £10          £20         £50         £100         Other  £               

   made payable to “East Sussex WRAS” or  please debit my:   

   Visa           Master Card            Switch         Other: 

 Card Number:                                                                                                                                             

Start Date:                  /                   Expiry Date:                 /                
 

Issue Number (Switch)                Last 3 digits of Security Code 

Card Holders Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________    

Signature: _________________________________     Date: _____ / _____ / _______. 

Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Address: 

Town: __________________________________ Postcode: ___________________ 

Phone Number: _____________________________. Date of Birth _______________. 

Do you require an acknowledgement  of your donation?    Yes  /   No   (Please delete as appropriate). 

                   

  

    

   

    

Gift Aid Declaration: Yes, I am a UK taxpayer. I confirm that I have paid or will pay an amount of 

Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year  that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all 
the charities  that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such 
as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that I 
gave up to 5th April 2008 and will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I gave on or after 6th April 2008. 

  Signed_________________________    Date: _________________ 



Aspen Air Conditioning & 

Heat Pumps is proud to 

support East Sussex Wildlife 

Rescue & Ambulance 

Ark Wildlife are suppliers of high quality 

food for a wide variety  of wildlife. They 

also sell habitats for wildlife like hedgehog 

houses and bird boxes, as well as wild 

flower seeds and gift cards, toys and more.  

You can contact them on  0800 085 4865 

or via  www.arkwildlife.co.uk/Agent/0/

WRAS.html. When phoning don’t forget to 

mention East Sussex Wildlife Rescue as 

they will give us a donation if you do! 



WRAS were asked to assist with a seal at Selsey Bill on 
Wednesday 27th January. British Divers Marine Life Rescue 
already had medics monitoring the seal on the beach and sent 
experienced medics Charlie and Neil Sampson to catch him. 
WRAS’s Chris Riddington and Trevor Weeks drove down to 
Eastergate just north of Bognor Regis to meet Charlie and Neil 
and to collect what turned out to be a young grey seal. 
At WRAS’s Casualty Centre, Trevor secured the seal whilst Vet 
Mike took its temperature, listened to the seal’s chest and 
thoroughly checked him over and his numerous puncture 
wounds. Medication was and tube fed vital rehydration fluids 
to help reduce the seals high temperature. He was then bedded 
down for the night. In the morning he was transported to 
RSPCA Mallydams at Hastings to their special seal facilities. The 
seal was extremely poorly and had lungworm.  
Rescuers were also called to Birling Gap on 14th March after a 
large but underweight 7ft long adult grey seal appeared on the 
beach. Trevor took some photos as the seal was in a poor 
condition and sent them to leading UK seal vets for advice. 
With a rapidly incoming tide there was not enough time to get 
a rescue team together to catch the seal. When the seal 
reappeared on Eastbourne beach just over a week later, it was 
in much worse condition. Rescue Manager Chris and one of 
WRAS’s vets attended on site and confirmed the seal’s 
condition and working with Sussex Police and Eastbourne 
Council plus after advice from the RSPCA and British Divers 
Marine Life Rescue’s vets, the seal was put to sleep to end his 
suffering. The seal is now with the ZSL in London for a necropsy. Poorly Seal at Birling Gap 

Selsey & Eastbourne Grey Seals. 



 

Don’t forget to support WRAS. All these rescues have been funded due to the support we 
receive from kind hearted member of the public like you. Without your support WRAS would 

not be where it is today. Please help support us to look after our local wildlife. To make a 
donation please call 01825-873003 or visit www.wildlifeambulance.org 

Deer Rescue Pushed to Limits. 
Rescuers Chris, Kathy and Trevor were called to help a female fallow deer trapped in a garden, 
surrounded by high deer fencing. A walk-to-wards net was strung between the fence and a tree. 
Rescuers encouraged the deer to run into the net, which proved difficult whilst trying not to 
scare the deer onto the busy A22.  Once caught, the rescuers had to carry the deer out of the 
garden to the edge of the road, to get to a footpath which led to woods and out of the fenced 
off area around the local gardens.  Rescuers started to get very worried how long the rescue 
was taking to get to a suitable release point. They were fast approaching the 30minute window 
after which deer are more likely to have a heart attack if not released. Luckily at about the 26 
minute mark rescuers were able to uncover and release the deer which staggered to its feet.  
“We were worried at first when the deer moved so slowly, but after a couple of minutes the 
deer suddenly came to life and sprinted off across the field and into the woods much to our 
relief.” said Kathy. 


